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increase education. You can increase Head
Start. You can increase apprenticeships for
kids that don’t go to college. You can increase
student loans. You can increase our invest-
ment in technology and research. That is the
difference.

My belief is we should balance the budget,
but we should also grow the economy. The
purpose of balancing the budget is to raise
incomes, to create jobs, to bring us closer
together, to enable us to meet our challenges.
So I think my budget is better. But it all rests
on a philosophical difference. You have to
decide which side of the divide you’re on.

I believe our Government’s purpose is to
help people make the most of their own lives.
And let me just point out, there’s a lot of
people in that Congress who are there be-
cause we did that. The GI bill after World
War II built the greatest middle class in the
history of the world because the Government
tried to help people make the most of their
own lives. And that’s the kind of thing we
ought to be doing now.

So our budget proposes a GI bill for Amer-
ica’s workers. It proposes the kind of thing
that they ought to be for, collapsing all the
separate training programs of the Govern-
ment, putting it in a big voucher. If you lose
your job, you call the Government, say, ‘‘I’m
enrolling at the local community college.’’
We send $2,600 a year for 2 years and let
people get a re-education or retraining pro-
gram to get a new job and a better income
and a new start in life. That’s the kind of
thing I think is worth spending money on.
You have to decide where you stand on that.

These are the big, fundamental issues
we’re debating in Washington today. I be-
lieve time is on our side now. And I believe
it for a couple of reasons. First of all, as hid-
eous and awful and heartbreaking as the
bomb in Oklahoma City was, it took a lot
of the meanness out of this country. It
brought us together. It made us all think
about the impact of our words and our feel-
ings and how we’ve been conducting our-
selves.

And then when Captain O’Grady survived
that magnificent, terrible 6 days in Bosnia
and he was rescued, it put a little zip back
in our step and made us realize what was
best about this country. And I think our

heads are kind of getting on straighter today
as a people.

But I want you to know, I’m going to spend
the next year determined to continue to
move the country forward economically, to
continue to deal with all these problems
we’ve talked about. But we’ve got to get our-
selves together.

I am telling you, this is a great country.
If we can get ourselves together, if we can
understand we have certain common respon-
sibilities, if we can understand it is a phony
political debate to try to say problems are
personal and cultural as opposed to political
and economic when they are both, if we can
have a conversation with each other again
about what it’s really going to take to help
people make the most of their own lives and
give every American a chance to succeed,
then we are going to do just fine. That is
what the 1996 elections are all about.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:46 p.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Chicago Hilton and
Towers. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Richard M. Daley of Chicago; former Special
Counselor to the President for NAFTA William
Daley; Rev. Jack Wall, pastor, Old St. Patrick’s
Church; Debra DeLee, chair, Democratic Na-
tional Convention; and David Wilhelm, former
chairman, Democratic National Committee. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House
on Emergency Salvage Timber Sale
Legislation
June 29, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I am pleased to be able to address myself

to the question of the Emergency Salvage
Timber Sale Program in H.R. 1944. I want
to make it clear that my Administration will
carry out this program with its full resources
and a strong commitment to achieving the
goals of the program.

I do appreciate the changes that the Con-
gress has made to provide the Administration
with the flexibility and authority to carry this
program out in a manner that conforms to
our existing environmental laws and stand-
ards. These changes are also important to
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preserve our ability to implement the current
forest plans and their standards and to pro-
tect other natural resources.

The agencies responsible for this program
will, under my direction, carry the program
out to achieve the timber sales volume goals
in the legislation to the fullest possible ex-
tent. The financial resources to do that are
already available through the timber salvage
sale fund.

I would hope that by working together we
could achieve a full array of forest health,
timber salvage and environmental objectives
appropriate for such a program.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 30, but was
not issued as a White House press release.

Remarks on Receiving the Abraham
Lincoln Courage Award in Chicago
June 30, 1995

Thank you so much, Mike Robbins. Thank
you for your presentation. Thank you much
more for your courage and for your willing-
ness to come back to work after being
wounded 11 times. A lot of Americans
wouldn’t do that, and we appreciate you for
doing it.

We thank you, Officer Jackson, Officer
Bubalo. We thank the representatives of the
Fraternal Order of Police who are here from
Chicago and the State of Illinois, Bill Nolan
and Sgt. Keith Turney. Thank you, Com-
mander O’Shield. I hope you don’t decide
to run for President anytime soon after that
reception you got when you were intro-
duced—[laughter]—or mayor or anything
else. [Laughter]

I want to thank Mark Karlin for what he
said and for his long and often lonely battle
against handgun violence.

The First Lady and I are delighted to be
here with you today. I do want to introduce
just one person of the many who came with
me today because he carries on our part of
the bargain fighting for law enforcement and
against violence in Washington, Under Sec-
retary of the Treasury Ron Noble, who is

back here with me. Ron, stand up. Thank
you very much.

I thank Superintendent Rodriguez for his
outstanding leadership. Senator, thank you
for what you said and for what you have
done. To all the other distinguished officials
who are here, I thank you. I want to say a
special word of thanks to the mayor for his
leadership and for his willingness to roll up
his sleeves and actually solve problems.

You know, I like listening to the mayor
talk because he never tries to be flowery, he
just says what he has to say. [Laughter] But
when he gets finished talking, you don’t have
any doubt about what he just said. [Laughter]
And I like it because he’s interested in doing
things and giving other people the power to
do things and bringing people together. That
means a lot to me. We need more in Wash-
ington of what you have here in Chicago and
in this Austin neighborhood.

I thank the other dignitaries who are here.
Congressman, Bishop, thank you for coming.
And ladies and gentlemen, I want to say a
special word of thanks to some young people
who are here from the ‘‘I Have A Dream’’
Program and the AmeriCorps volunteers who
are working with them. Where are they?
They’re over there.

The ‘‘I Have A Dream’’ Program was
founded in New York by a friend of Hillary’s
and mine named Eugene Lange, who be-
lieved that if you would reach young people
in grade school and tell them that if they’d
stay in school and stay off drugs and make
their grades, you’d guarantee them that they
could go all the way through college. That’s
what the ‘‘I Have A Dream’’ Program is
about. And those kids in this neighborhood
are part of that, and our national service pro-
gram is helping. And I’m proud of them.

Ladies and gentlemen, it’s already been
said by Officer Robbins and others, but really
this award ought to be given today to the
officer who was killed here just a few months
ago, Daniel Doffyn, and to his partner, and
to Mike Robbins and his partner, and to all
those who are willing to put their lives upon
the line.

You heard the superintendent say it a mo-
ment ago, but Officer Doffyn and his part-
ner, Officer Bubalo, were standing just
where we stand today, getting ready to go
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